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Town focus Solana Beach

Ditferent pomte of view

Phntngrapher places |,
ballerinas in most

unlikely places

By Amanda Daniels
COMMUNITY HEWS WRITER

OLANA BEACH — Cos-
Slumm ballerinas take (o the

tarmac, bleachers and ral-
road tracks in the latest art exhibit
at the Belly Up Tavern, This unusu-
al show, “Behind the Line,” fea-
tures colorful photographs of
pomnte shoes aiad tubecled dancers
in unlikely places,

“The theme is incongruity, and it's
an exercise in shape and form,” pha-
tographer Lance Chang said.
“Ackdimg to the surrealisim is that the
colors are sowild.”

Chang has been photographing
wild themes for aboul seven vears —
twice as long as he's been going to
the Belly Up,

“I'd always seen the artwork there
and thowght, “That's pretiy cool. Tt
woulkd be nice to 2ee my own stulf on
the wall,”™ he said.

He finally gave the tawvern aeall
last month, but didn’t hear back until
after he submitted samples.

Then, a few weeks ago, Chang got
the chamee to display his work. His
collection of ballerinas is striking
and seemed a natural choice for the
art wall.

Fusr this exhibit, he chose 15
pleces from the 24 scenes he orig-
nally shet. Ballerinas dance through
dif ficult poses at the drive-in movies,
a car wrecking yvard, the beach and
of lopof adam.

Everywhere Chang and his
troupe of dancers went, he said, they
stopped traffe.

They heard people velling out
their car windows whien they worked
on the train tracks, where they had
Loy rumn from oncoming rains & fow
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Photographer Lance Chang's new exhibit, "Behind the Lines,"” places
ballerinas in unexpected places, such as stadlum bleachers (above
right} or train tracks. Julic Cunningham

times,

When they wenl 1o a soccer sa-
dium where players were praclicing,
"Every once in a while vou'd see
them staring up in the stands look-

ing like, “What the heck is going on?”

Chang =aid.
AL the airport, although he had

permission, a security muard almost
kicked them out, Amd at acar wreck-
ing vard, they were askod five imes
whether they were in the fght pleee,

“By about the 1000 shoot T ot
used Lo that, having Lo explain my-
self,” Chang said,

The photographs stand out inside

Lance Chang

the dimly lit Belly Up. Maostof the
shiots were taken with coler infrared
filin, which can brighten the blue of
the sky, turn hair hot pink, skinto
porcelain and grass vermilion,
Chang said.

He gol the idea for his project a
few vears ago after reading about the
deterorating: Kirow and Mozeow bal-
let companies. Accompanying the ar-
ticle was & picture of a desolate balle-
rina on a rooflop,

“ljust spun it even more o,
“Where would veu nover cxpect Lo
sewr these people?™ he said,

Mext month, he'll be shooting
inore daieers n the middle of a cow
pasture and in the desert,

“Beyond the Line™ shows through
Feb. 22 at the Belly Up Tavern, 143
5. Codros Ave, The framed images
are priced between 5125 and S200.
Formore information, call (858) 481-
B2 or visit wwwebellyap.com.

Do youhawe a story idea for Solana
Beach? Contact Amanda Danlels at
(TeM 4TE-8222 or
amanda,daniels@uniontrib.com.



